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MEDICAL  OFFICER'S  REPORT 


Council  Offices, 
RHYMNEY,  Mon. 
June,  1970. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Rhymney 
Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Harris  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year,  1969,  which 
has  been  prepared  on  the  lines  indicated  by  the  Ministry  of 
Health. 

Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area 

The  District  is  situated  at  the  top  end  of  the  Rhymney 
Valley  in  the  North  West  corner  of  Monmouthshire,  a small 
portion  of  the  upper  end  being  in  the  southern  extremity  of  the 
County  of  Breconshire. 

It  is  separated  on  the  West  from  Glamorgan  and  the  Urban 
District  of  Gelligaer  by  the  river  Rhymney;  on  the  east  by  the 
Tysswg  Brook  and  the  Urban  District  of  Tredegar;  on  the  North 
by  Breconshire  and  on  the  South  by  the  Urban  District  of 
Bedwellty. 

It  covers  an  area  of  2638  acres  and  for  all  administrative 
purposes  is  included  in  the  County  of  Monmouthshire. 

The  chief  industry  is  coal  mining  and  many  of  the  workmen 
are  employed  in  collieries  outside  the  area.  The  local  mine, 
McLaren  Colliery  is  now  only  used  for  lowering  and  raising  men 
employed  in  the  Ogilvie  Colliery. 

Two  other  factories  in  the  area,  Smiths  Clothing  Factory 
and  Rhymney  Brewery  employ  about  1000,  the  majority  being 
female  labour. 

There  is  a vital  need  for  light  industry  and  progressive 
measures  are  being  made  to  establish  further  factory  develop- 


ment. 

STATISTICS 

General. 

Area  in  acres  2,638 

Population,  Registrar  General,  1969  8,700 

Rateable  Value  at  31st  March,  1969  £132,415 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  £490 

Estimated  number  of  inhabitated  houses  2,694 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house  3.2 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


Local 

Authority  Area 

England 
and  Wales 
(Total) 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Estimated  mid-year 
home  population 

— 

— 

8700 

48,826,800 

Live  Births 

Total 

56 

58 

114 

797,542 

Legitimate 

53 

56 

109 

730,500 

Illegitimate 

3 

2 

5 

67,042 

Still  Births 

Total 

3 

3 

10,662 

Legitimate 

3 

3 

9,555 

Illegitimate 

1,107 

Total  Live  and 

Still  Births 

Total 

59 

58 

117 

808,204 

Legitimate 

56 

56 

112 

740,055 

Illegitimate 

3 

2 

5 

68,149 

Deaths  of  Infants 

Under  1 year  of  age 

Total 

2 

1 

3 

14,397 

Legitimate 

2 

1 

3 

12,694 

Illegitimate 

1,703 

Under  4 weeks  of  age 

Total 

2 

2 

9,603 

Legitimate 

2 

2 

8,494 

Illegitimate 

1,109 

Under  1 week  of  age 

Total 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

2 

2 

2 

2 

8,232 

7,266 

966 

Deaths — All  Ages 

62 

50 

112 

579,463 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


Local 

authority 

area 

England 

and 

Wales 

— 

— 

Live  birth  rates,  etc. 

Live  births  per  1,000  home  population 
(crude  rate)  .... 

13.1 

16.3 

Area  comparability  factor 

1.00 

1.00 

Local  adjusted  area 

13.1 

16.3 

Ratio  of  local  adjusted  rate  to  national  rate 

.80 

1.00 

Illegitimate  live  births  as  percentage  of  all 
live  births  .... 
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Still  birth  rate. 

Still  births  per  1,000  total  live  & still  births 

26 

13 

Infant  mortality  rates. 

Deaths  under  1 year  per  1,000  live  births  .... 

26 

18 

Deaths  of  legitimate  infants  under  1 year  per 
1,000  legitimate  live  births 

28 

17 

Deaths  of  illegitimate  infants  under  1 year 
per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 

25 

Neo-natal  mortality  rate. 

Deaths  under  4 weeks  per  1,000  live  births 

18 

12 

Early  neo-natal  mortality  rate. 

Deaths  under  1 week  per  1,000  total  live 
births 

18 

10 

Peri-natal  mortality  rate. 

Still  births  and  deaths  under  1 week  com- 
bined, per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births 

43 

23 

Deaths  rates,  etc. — All  Ages. 

Deaths  per  1,000  home  population  (crude 
rate)  ....  ....  ....  .... 

12.9 

11.9 

Area  comparability  factor 

1.19 

1.00 

Local  adjusted  rate 

15.4 

11.9 

Ratio  of  local  adjusted  rate  to  national  rate 

1.29 

1.00 
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Table  of  Births  and  Deaths  for  past  20  years 
and  Comparisons  with  Rates  for  England  and  Wales 


GENERAL 

INFANTILE 

DEATH 

RATE 

MORTALITY  RATE 

BIRTH 

RATE 

England 

England 

England 

Year 

Rhymney 

& Wales 

Rhymney 

& Wales 

Rhymney 

& Wales 

1950 

12.5 

11.6 

66.6 

29.8 

19.8 

15.8 

1951 

14.6 

12.5 

73.5 

29.6 

15.02 

15.5 

1952 

11.8 

11.3 

8.06 

27.6 

13.7 

15.3 

1953 

11.58 

11.4 

27.7 

26.8 

16.03 

15.5 

1954 

11.65 

11.3 

38.2 

25.4 

14.6 

15.2 

1955 

12.76 

11.7 

50.0 

24.9 

13.5 

15.0 

1956 

10.8 

11.7 

28.9 

23.8 

15.69 

15.7 

1957 

11.8 

11.5 

41.4 

23.0 

16.49 

16.1 

1958 

12.37 

11.7 

51.28 

22.5 

17.7 

16.4 

1959 

13.6 

11.6 

15.15 

22.0 

15.0 

16.5 

1960 

13.04 

11.5 

17.75 

21.7 

19.2 

17.1 

1961 

12.59 

12.0 

28.2 

21.4 

20.09 

17.4 

1962 

14.9 

11.9 

23.26 

20.7 

19.4 

18.0 

1963 

14.4 

12.2 

30.1 

20.9 

18.8 

18.2 

1964 

10.7 

11.3 

26.4 

20.0 

17.4 

18.4 

1965 

13.2 

11.5 

6.9 

19.0 

16.4 

18.1 

1966 

12.2 

11.7 

25.9 

19.0 

17.2 

17.7 

1967 

13.8 

11.2 

14.0 

18.3 

16.6 

17.2 

1968 

12.5 

11.9 

22.0 

18.0 

15.6 

16.9 

1969 

15.4 

11.9 

26.0 

18.0 

13.1 

16.3 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY 


Males  Females  Total 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  One  Week  2 2 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  Four  Weeks  ....  2 2 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  One  Year  2 1 3 


Infantile  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  Live  Births  

Neo  Natal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  Live  Births  

Early  Neo  Natal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  Live  Births  .... 
Peri  Natal  Mortality  Rate  
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Births  and  Deaths  with  population  for  last  10  years. 


Year 

Births 

Deaths 

Population 

1960 

169 

115 

8800 

1961 

177 

111 

8810 

1962 

172 

132 

8850 

1963 

166 

127 

8800 

1964 

153 

94 

8760 

1965 

144 

115 

8760 

1966 

151 

107 

8760 

1967 

145 

121 

8760 

1968 

136 

109 

8720 

1969 

114 

112 

8700 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS) 


Admitted 

Disease  Notified  to  Hospital  Deaths 


Smallpox  — 

Scarlet  Fever  8 

Diphtheria  — 


Enteric  Fever  inch  Paratyphoid 

Acute  Pneumonia  (Primary  or 

Influenzal)  — 

Meningoccal  Meningitis  — 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever  — 

Erysipelas  — 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  — 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  — 


Dysentery  (Sonne) — 

Whooping  Cough  2 

Measles  28 

Encaphalitis  — 


Infectious  Jaundice 
Food  poisoning  


Totals  38 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


Age 

NEW  CASES 

DEATHS 

Periods 

Non- 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Under  1 

1 year 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2-4  yrs. 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5-9  yrs. 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10-14  yrs. 

15-19  yrs. 

20-24  yrs. 

25-34  yrs. 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

35-44  yrs. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

45-54  yrs. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

55-64  yrs. 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

65-74  yrs. 

75  & over 

Unknown 

Totals 

5 

3 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 
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AREA  HEALTH  SERVICES 


General  Medical  and  Surgical  Conditions 


The  Family  Doctor  arranges  admission  of  acute  emergency 
direct  with  the  hospital  and  refers  the  non-urgent  case  to  be  seen 
as  an  out-patient.  If  considered  necessary,  hospitals  outside  the 
area  group  can  be  used  by  arrangement. 

Infectious  Diseases 

Arrangements  for  admission  are  made  through  the  General 
Practitioners  and  the  Regional  Hospital  Board. 

Maternity 

Cases  are  admitted  by  direct  arrangement  with  the  General 
Practitioner  and  the  Regional  Hospital  Board. 

Tuberculosis 

Reference  by  the  family  Doctor  of  patients  to  the  Chest 
Specialists  in  attendance  at  the  Chest  Clinics  for  opinion, 
investigation,  or  treatment,  continues  as  in  the  past.  Admission 
to  Sanatoria  or  Hospital  are  arranged  through  the  Tuberculosis 
Division  of  the  Welsh  Regional  Board  or  direct  recommendation 
of  the  Chest  Physician. 

The  Monmouthshire  County  Council  Scheme  for  the  preven- 
tion of  Tuberculosis  is  working  very  well.  All  contacts  are 
working  in  close  conjunction  with  the  Chest  Physician. 

Specialist  Service  in  the  Home 

The  family  Doctor  seeks  a specialist  for  domiciliary  service 
only  if  the  patient  is  too  ill  to  attend  hospital. 

Ambulance  Service 

The  Monmouthshire  County  Council  are  statutorily  respons- 
ible for  the  provision  of  an  adequate  service  of  ambulances  and 
transport  for  all  National  Health  purposes,  including  the  trans- 
port of  patients  to  and  from  hospital  and  inter-hospital  transfers. 

Convalescent  Treatment 

For  the  purpose  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act, 
Convalescence  can  be  divided  into  two  classes.  Firstly  there  is 
convalescence  which  is  a continuation  and  an  integral  part  of 
hospital  treatment,  i.e.  medical  and  nursing  care  is  essential;  this 
type  of  convalescence  is  the  responsibility  of  the  Hospital 
Management  Committee. 
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Secondly  there  is  convalescence  where  medical  and  nursing 
care  is  not  required  and  where  the  patient  only  needs  a rest 
holiday  in  suitable  surroundings;  the  Hospital  Management 
Committee  is  not  empowered  to  provide  this  type  of  convales- 
cence, but  it  is  provided  by  the  Local  Health  Authority  (Mon. 
C.C.)  under  section  28  of  the  National  Health  Act.  The  present 
Convalescent  Home  is  Porthcawl. 

Spa  Treatment 

This  form  of  treatment  will  be  provided  on  prescription  by 
the  patient’s  Doctor  supplemented  by  specialist  recommendation. 
The  procedure  requires  the  hospital  matron  to  arrange  for  out- 
patient specialist  examination  on  production  by  the  patient  of  a 
Medical  certificate  suggesting  Spa  treatment.  Admission  is  then 
arranged  (via  the  Hospital  Management  Committee)  by  the 
Regional  Hospital  Board  to  Spa  Centres  which  are  at  the  moment 
outside  the  Welsh  Region. 

Immunisation 

Immunisation  for  Whooping  cough,  Diphtheria  and  Tetanus 
is  carried  out  by  the  Monmouthshire  County  Council.  Stocks  of 
anti-sera  are  held  at  laboratories  of  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
Service  for  free  issue  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  or  to 
practitioners  taking  part  in  Local  Health  Authorities  arrange- 
ments under  Section  26  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act. 

Certain  other  materials  of  this  kind  not  readily  available 
from  trade  sources  are  also  available  through  the  Publiic  Health 
Laboratory  Service  e.g.  measles  serum,  typhus  vaccine,  rabies 
vaccine,  botulinum  anti-toxin,  anti  anthrax  serum  and  anti-snake 
venom. 

Small  stocks  of  anti-toxins  may  also  be  available  at  the 
Redwood  Memorial  Hospital  for  local  use. 


Yours  faithfully, 

M.  J.  DONELAN,  M.B.,  B.C.L.,  D.P.H. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 

Public  Health  Department, 
Council  Offices, 

RHYMNEY,  Mon.  NP2  5XP 

June,  1970 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Rhymney 
Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  much  pleasure  in  submitting  my  Annual  Report  for 
the  year,  1969. 

Environmental  Health  covers  the  period  ending  31st 
December,  1969,  and  Public  Cleansing,  the  Financial  Year 
ending  31st  March,  1970. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 
Water  Supply. 

There  are  two  main  sources  of  supply: 

(1)  BLAEN  RHYMNEY:  This  gathering  ground  empties  into 

the  Old  Reservoir  with  a capacity  of  12,000,000  gallons  and 
the  New  Reservoir  with  a capacity  of  44,000,000  gallons. 
Both  are  the  property  of  the  Taf  Fechan  Water  Board. 

(2)  UPPER  NEUADD:  This  reservoir  has  a capacity  of 

350,000,000  gallons  and  is  the  property  of  the  Taf  Fechan 
Water  Board. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  about  40  properties  at  Princetown 
are  supplied  by  the  Tredegar  Urban  District  Council  and  a 
few  outlying  farm  houses  are  supplied  with  springs. 

On  the  whole  the  supply  has  been  adequate  and  of  good 
quality. 

Number  of  Dwellings  supplied  by  Public  Water  Mains: — 


(1)  Direct  to  houses  2,694 

(2)  By  Stand  Pipes  Nil 

(3)  Approximation  population  supplied  8,700 
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Sampling  of  Water, 

Taf  Fechan  Water  Board. 

All  bacteriological  samples  collected  in  the  Rhymney  Urban 
District  Council  area  were  satisfactory. 

During  the  summer/autumn  1969  the  Rhymney  Bridge 
reservoirs  suffered  serious  pollution  due  to  the  laying  of  the 
North  Sea  Gas  main  over  the  catchment  area. 

The  pollution  which  was  due  to  clay  suspension  was  difficult 
to  treat  at  the  works  and  it  became  necessary  to  effect  certain 
changes  in  the  application  of  chemicals.  Continuity  of  supplies 
was  maintained  by  feeding  from  the  Taf  Fechan  source  and  this 
undoubtedly  reduced  the  seriousness  of  the  situation. 

No  action  was  required  with  respect  of  Plumbo  solvency. 


Health  Department,  Rhymney  U.D.C. 

Number  of  Treated  Water  samples  taken  23 

Number  satisfactory  21 

Number  unsatisfactory  2 


All  samples  taken  by  the  Health  Department  are  submitted 
to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Newport. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

Practically  the  entire  area  with  the  exception  of  a few  out- 
lying farms  and  cottages  is  served  by  the  watercarriage  system. 
There  have  been  the  usual  minor  blockages  but  under  normal 
conditions  of  rainfall  the  system  has  coped.  During  the  beginning 
of  July,  1968  there  was  heavy  flooding  in  many  parts  of  the  area 
owing  to  exceptionally  heavy  rainfall.  During  a period  of  60 
minutes  there  were  1.38  inches  of  rain.  No  system  will  possibly 
cope  with  this  intensity. 

A survey  of  the  system  is  being  carried  out  by  consultant 
Engineers  and  a final  report  awaited. 

The  Rhymney  Urban  Authority  is  a contributory  authority 
to  the  Rhymney  Valley  Sewerage  Board,  with  representatives 
thereon. 

Closet  Accommodation. 

Three  cottages  in  the  area  which  are  not  connected  to  the 
system  are  suitably  supplied  with  fluid  for  their  chemical  closets 
by  the  Health  Department. 

Public  Conveniences. 

There  are  three  conveniences  for  both  sexes  and  part  time 
attendants  are  employed  to  clean  these.  Vandalism  is  persistent 
a 1 conveniences  are  now  closed  early  in  the  evening  in  an 
effort  to  combat  this. 
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Area 

Ladies 

W.C.’s 

Gents 

W.C.’s 

Urinals 

Basins 

Abertysswg 

2 

2 

1 

2 

Carno  Hilf  

2 

2 

1 

2 

High  Street 

3 

2 

1 

2 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

Refuse  Collection. 

Kerb-side  collection  of  refuse  is  carried  out  twice  weekly 
throughout  the  area  and  midweek,  accumulations  are  collected  as 
required  from  rear  lanes  and  other  sites  subject  to  illicit  disposal. 

There  is  also  a free  collection  of  all  refuse  other  than  garden 
and  builders  refuse. 

The  department  has  three  12  cub.yard  dual  tip  vehicles,  one 
being  kept  in  reserve.  This  type  of  vehicle  is  satisfactory  at 
present  but  future  development  of  estates  will  necessitate  the  use 
of  compression  vehicles  in  order  to  reduce  the  time  spent  in 
haulage  to  the  disposal  site  and  in  collection  from  premises. 

A driver  and  two  loaders  are  employed  on  each  vehicle  and 
during  absenteeism  either  through  sickness  or  holiday  periods 
the  vacancy  is  filled  by  street  sweepers. 

Refuse  Disposal. 

Partially  controlled  tipping  is  carried  out  at  the  Cwm  Mawr 

site. 

The  approach  and  tip  roads  are  made  of  quarry  waste 
chippings  and  this  form  of  surfacing  has  proved  to  be  cheap  and 
effective. 

Owing  to  the  initial  depth  of  this  tip,  disposal  has  had  to  be 
carried  out  at  varying  levels  and  cover  effected  by  the  use  of  road 
sweepings  and  other  materials  to  hand. 

The  tip  is  completely  fenced  in  the  main  by  chain  link 
fencing  to  a height  of  6 feet  and  a cattle  grid  is  sited  at  the 
entrance  to  prevent  animal  trespass  but  again  vandalism  has 
caused  extensive  damage  to  the  fencing,  allowing  animals  on  to 
the  tip. 

Tip  surfaces  are  treated  with  DDT  dressings  as  a fly 
deterrent  during  warm  weather  and  Warfarin  is  used  for  Rodent 
control. 

A hired  Drott  International  is  used  periodically  for  removal 
of  excess  accumulations  and  levelling  while  maintenance  of  roads 
and  fencing  is  carried  out  on  Wednesdays. 
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In  my  report  for  1968,  I mentioned  my  dis-satisfaction  with 
this  method  of  refuse  disposal  and  the  hope  that  incineration 
would  be  the  future  method  of  disposal  of  all  refuse.  It  is 
probable  that  in  the  near  future  interested  authorities  in  the 
Rhymney  Valley  area  will  meet  to  discuss  this  pressing  need  for 
a more  complete  and  hygienic  method  of  dealing  with  our  refuse 
problems. 

Abandoned  Vehicles. 

These  have  not  presented  any  great  problems  and  little 
difficulty  has  been  experienced  in  collecting  these  and  disposing 
of  same. 

Street  Cleansing. 

The  District  is  divided  into  three  hand  sweeping  beats  and 
the  Bedford  Lacre  Suction  sweeper  is  used  on  main  roads  and  to 
assist  the  manual  sweepers.  This  machine  is  also  used  for  cleans- 
ing street  gullies  and  has  proved  very  efficient  and  economic.  The 
total  mileage  swept  is  16;  Classified  6.69  miles  and  Unclassified 
9.26  miles. 

With  the  development  of  new  estates  and  the  relative 
increase  of  surfaces  to  be  swept,  I feel  it  will  soon  be  necessary 
to  use  manulectric  trucks  of  sufficient  capacity  to  avoid  wastage 
of  time  in  disposal  of  street  sweepings  to  various  points  for 
collection  by  the  refuse  vehicles  as  is  being  carried  out  at  present. 
These  type  of  trucks  are  economic  and  hygienic. 

Straying  Animals. 

For  many  years  I have  been  bitterly  critical  of  farmers, 
legitimate  and  otherwise  who  are  aware  of  the  damage  done  to 
property  and  people  of  the  town  by  their  straying  animals. 

We,  the  long  suffering  inhabitants  of  Rhymney  are  also 
aware  that  it  is  the  intent  of  these  so  called  farmers  to  feed  their 
stock  on  the  streets  and  unfortunately  some  people  do  feed  them. 
It  is  a kindness  that  is  understandable  but  very  encouraging  to 
the  animal  and  it’s  owner.  It  is  difficult  to  estimate  the  cost  of 
such  trespass  and  straying  resulting  in  damage  to  property, 
vehicles,  persons,  additional  cleansing  costs  for  street  cleaning 
and  refuse  collection. 

How  can  one  possibly  estimate  for  the  loss  of  flowers  and 
vegetables  from  a garden.  It  is  no  wonder  that  so  many  of  our 
gardens  are  uncultivated  and  present  such  a dreary  and  dismal 
appearance. 

What  is  the  solution  to  this  valley  problem  ? 

At  present  a survey  is  being  carried  out  of  the  area  to 
ascertain  the  responsible  fencing  authorities.  This  it  is  hoped  will 


be  effective  in  curtailing  a high  percentage  of  animal  trespass. 

The  registration  of  commoners  should  also  prove  effective. 

We  will  then  be  left  with  the  farmer  without  grazing  rights. 

In  this  respect  the  Council  have  already  resolved  that  any 
Council  tenant  owning  animals  and  who  have  inadequate  grazing 
and  stabling  facilities  will  be  evicted.  All  these  measures  will 
have  some  effect  in  keeping  animals  off  the  streets. 

However  I still  feel  there  is  the  need  for  Government  legis- 
lation to  finally  control  this  nuisance.  I very  often  wonder 
whether  Government  really  cares. 

Within  easy  reach  of  Rhymney  is  beautiful  countryside 
which  I often  visit  with  my  family.  It  is  purely  agricultural. 

As  we  pass  through  these  pleasant  farming  areas,  the 
children  invariably  say  “Look  Dad  — sheep  in  fields”. 

I don’t  believe  further  comment  is  necessary. 

Vandalism. 

of  the  four  public  conveniences  in  the  Urban  area,  two  have 
been  permanently  closed  owing  to  vandalism.  Extensive  damage 
has  also  been  caused  to  sports  pavilions,  children’s  play  grounds, 
trees,  park  areas,  building  sites,  electric  lighting  and  practically 
everything  that  can  be  damaged  or  destroyed  becomes  the  target 
for  this  lunatic  fringe. 

Unfortunately  these  morons  fail  to  appreciate  that  they  have 
to  contribute  towards  the  cost  of  such  damage. 

Sweeping  Districts. 

1.  Upper  Ward,  part  Middle  Ward,  Rhymney  Bridge,  and 
Princetown. 

2.  Part  Middle  Ward,  and  all  Lower  Ward. 

3.  Abertysswg  Ward  including  Maerdy  Crossing  to  McLaren 
Cottages. 
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COST  STATEMENT  1969-70 


REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL 


Particulars 

Gross  Expenditure. 

(1)  Labour 

(2)  Haulage 

(3)  Plant,  buildings,  land  .. 

(4)  Other  items 

Total  Gross  Expenditure 
Gross  Income  .... 

Net  Cost 


Totals 


£ 

s 

d 

4642 

0 

0 

3604 

0 

0 

427 

0 

0 

16 

0 

0 

8689 

0 

0 

52 

0 

0 

£8637 

0 

0 

STREET  AND  GULLY  CLEANSING 


Particulars 

Gross  Expenditure. 

(1)  Labour 

(2)  Haulage 

(3)  Plant,  equipment,  buildings 

(4)  Other  items 

Total  Gross  Expenditure 
Gross  Income  .... 

Net  Cost 


Totals 


£ 

s 

d 

3308 

0 

0 

2799 

0 

0 

65 

0 

0 

14 

0 

0 

6186 

0 

0 

596 

0 

0 

£5590 

0 

0 

Public  Cleansing  Staff. 

On  the  Cleansing  Staff  are  the  foreman/rodent  operator, 
three  drivers,  four  refuse  collectors,  three  sweepers  and  one 
tipman. 

One  spare  man  is  used  in  time  of  absence  or  during  holidays 
on  refuse  collection  or  street  cleaning. 
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HOUSING 


Of  the  2,700  houses  in  the  Rhymney  area,  approximately  800 
are  sub-standard  and  scheduled  for  demolition. 

Since  March,  1967,  25  Clearance  Areas  have  been 

represented  and  8 Compulsory  Purchase  Orders  made.  The 
number  of  houses  in  the  Clearance  Areas  was  198  and  in  the 
Compulsory  Purchase  Orders,  251. 

We  are  maintaining  our  programme  of  representing  about 
100  houses  per  year  and  by  the  end  of  1976,  all  the  unfit  dwellings 
in  the  area  will  have  been  dealt  with  and  the  families  rehoused 
providing  the  Building  Contractors  maintain  their  progress. 

162  dwellings  are  in  progress  of  construction  at  the  Upper 
High  Stret  site  and  275  at  the  Tan-y-Bryn  site.  Families  from 
cleared  areas  have  already  been  rehoused  on  these  sites  but  we 
are  experiencing  some  delays  with  the  Building  Contractors 
which  is  frustrating  to  the  authority  and  the  public  to  be 
rehoused. 


RHYMNEY,  1980 

In  conjunction  with  the  programme  of  Clearance,  a firm  of 
Chartered  Architects,  Planning  and  Landscape  Consultants  have 
been  engaged  by  the  Authority  to  prepare  a Development  Plan 
of  the  entire  area.  This  is  supplementary  to  the  Council 
Rhymney,  1980  proposal  from  which  I quote: — 

“The  Council  has  set  itself  the  objective  of  carrying  out 
all  those  things  necessary  to  obtain  a renewed  total 
environment  by  1980,  adequate  for  living  conditions  and 
ways  of  life  for  this  late  stage  of  the  20th  Century  and 
capable  of  satisfactory  change  to  suit  the  approach  of  the 
21st. 

The  prime  factors  which  will  concern  the  Council  in 
this  are  : — 

(1)  A satisfactory  standard  of  housing. 

(2)  Facilities  for  Education,  Commerce  and  Recreation. 

(3)  Employment. 

(4)  Adequate  communications  to  allow  the  above 
factors  to  be  enjoyed  to  the  full. 

(5)  The  general  appearance  of  the  environment. 

The  high  moorland  situation  and  its  associated  climatic 
conditions  together  with  the  general  topography  of  the  area 
of  necessity  impose  certain  limits  on  the  future  prospects  of 
Rhymney. 
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With  a positive  plan  to  go  forward  based  upon  the 
strong  community  spirit  which  has  built  up  in  Rhymney  over 
the  years,  the  Council  is  satisfied  that  all  problems  can  be 
overcome  and  indeed  must  be  overcome  if  the  people  of 
Rhymney  are  not  to  be  left  behind  in  a general  increase  of 
prosperity  in  the  country  and  the  young  people  of  the  town 
are  not  to  leave  for  places  of  greater  employment  prospects 
with  better  environments”. 

Rhymney  1980  Brochures  prepared  in  the  main  by  the 
Council’s  Engineer  and  Surveyor  and  outlining  the  proposals  of 
the  Authority  towards  a renewal  of  the  town  of  Rhymney  were 
issued  to  every  householder  in  the  area.  Exhibitions  and  discus- 
sions with  the  public  have  also  taken  place. 

It  is  a vast  plan;  it  is  ambitious.  We  all  know  it  is  necessary. 
The  Council,  its  Officers  and  members  of  the  public  are  keen  and 
enthusiastic.  It  has  commenced  and  it  is  working.  We  will,  I have 
no  doubt,  some  setbacks,  but  at  the  same  time  I know  we  are 
already  winning. 
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HOUSING 


Number  of  houses  inspected  for  defects  under  Public 

Health  Acts  42 

Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 56 

Number  of  inspections  for  Standard  Grants  12 

Number  of  inspections  for  Discretionary  Grants  2 

Housing  Loans 5 

Miscellaneous  Housing  Visits  122 

Slum  Clearance  Area  visits  70 

Housing  Progress. 

Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  in  district  2,694 

Total  owned  and  controlled  by  local  authority 792 

Temporary  Nil 

Permanent  792 

Number  of  Local  Authority  houses  in  course  of  erection 

at  the  end  of  the  year 98 

Houses  erected  by  local  authority  at  end  of  year 77 

Private  houses  in  course  of  erection  at  end  of  year 9 

Private  houses  erected  by  end  of  the  year 7 

Certificates  of  Disrepair. 

No  applications  were  received  during  the  year. 


UNFIT  HOUSES  CLOSED,  1969 


Premises 

9 Ramsden  Street 
48  Hill  Street  

27  Plantation  Street 

28  Plantation  Street 
2 Vulcan  Cottages 
Flat  91  High  Street 


Totals 


Families 

re-housed 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 


Persons 

re-housed 

5 

2 

2 

1 

4 

2 


6 


16 
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HOUSES  IN  CLEARANCE  AREAS  AND  UNFIT  HOUSES 


A— HOUSES  DEMOLISHED 


Houses 

Demolished 

Displaced 

Families  | Persons 

(1)  Houses  unfit  for  human 
habitation 

13 

13 

36 

(2)  Houses  included  by  reason 
of  bad  arrangement  .... 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

(3)  Houses  on  land  acquired 
under  Sec.  43(2),  Hous- 
ing Act,  1957 

23 

23 

99 

NOT  IN  CLEARANCE  AREAS: 
(4)  As  a result  of  formal  or 
informal  procedure  un- 
der Sec.  17(1)  Housing 
Act,  1957 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

(5)  Local  Authority  houses 
certified  unfit  by  Med- 
ical Officer  of  Health  .... 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

(6)  Houses  unfit  for  human 
habitation  where  action 
has  been  taken  under 
Local  Acts 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

(7)  Houses  included  in  Unfit- 
ness Orders 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

B— UNFIT  HOUSES  CLOSED 

(8)  Under  Sections  16(4),  17(1) 
and  35(1)  Housing  Act 
1957 

• • • • 

5 

5 

14 

(9)  Under  Sections  17(3)  and 
26  Housing  Act,  1957.... 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

(10)  Parts  of  buildings  closed 
under  Section  18,  Hous- 
ing Act,  1957 

1 

1 

2 
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HOUSING  ACT,  1957,  CLEARANCE  AREAS  AND  COMPULSORY  PURCHASE  ORDERS 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955 
FOOD  HYGIENE  (GENERAL)  REGULATIONS,  1969 

Routine  inspection  of  all  food  premises  have  been  maintained 
during  the  year.  The  majority  of  these  premises  are  of  the 
domestic  type  or  small  family  businesses. 


INSPECTION  OF  FOOD 

PREMISES 

Number 

Premises 

Number 

of  Visits 

Butchers  

6 

10 

Canteens  

6 

3 

Fried  Fish  and  Fishmongers  

5 

12 

Grocers  and  General  Dealers  

21 

39 

Greengrocers  and  Fruiterers  

2 

18 

Food  preparers  

2 

6 

Ice-Cream  Premises  

2 

22 

Cafes  and  Snack  Bars  

4 

14 

Registered  Clubs  

10 

10 

Public  Houses  

8 

14 

All  the  above  premises  comply  with  the  requirements  of 


Sections  16  and  19  of  the 

Regulations. 

SAMPLING 

Milk 

Pasteurised 

Homogenised 

Sterilised 

Satisfactory 

No.  taken  22:  1 1 

6 

5 

22 

Ice-Cream 

Grade  1 

Grade  2 

Grade  3 

Grade  4 

No.  taken  16:  14 

1 

0 

1 

There  is  one  Heat-treated  Wholesale  manufacturer  and  one 
Cold  Mix  manufacturer  in  the  area.  The  majority  of  the  vendors 
retail  pre-packed  ice-cream  of  the  larger  manufacturing  distri- 
butors. 

Unsound  Food  surrendered  and  condemned. 

Assorted  packets  and  tins  136 

Food  Poisoning. 

No  case  of  food  poisoning  was  reported  during  the  year. 
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HAWKERS  OF  FOOD 

Monmouthshire  County  Council  Act,  1956,  Sec.  114 

There  were  no  new  registrations  during  the  year. 

Food  and  Drugs  Samples — Monmouthshire  County  Council 

The  following  has  been  received  from  Mr.  R.  J.  Bullen, 
M.I.W.M.A.,  Chief  Inspector,  Weights  and  Measures  Department, 
Monmouthshire  C.C. 

Samples  taken: — Milk  7;  other  foods  14. 

The  Public  Analyst  certified  all  samples  to  be  genuine. 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  AREA 

Intimation  Notices  served 18 

Intimation  Notices  abated 14 

Statutory  Notices  served  2 

Statutory  Notices  abated  2 

Nature  of  Visits  Visits 

No.  of 

Accumulations  24 

Animals  15 

Drainage  36 

Factories  22 

General  Defects  30 

Sanitary  Accommodation  11 

Council  Houses  17 

Interviews  49 

Miscellaneous  Sanitary  Visits  16 

Public  Conveniences  42 

Rats  and  Mice  (Visits  by  Public  Health  Inspector)  100 

Refuse  Collection  10 

Refuse  Disposal  59 

Scrap  Metal  Dealers  2 

Street  Cleansing  549 

Water  Supply  Domestic  8 

Licensed  Premises  24 

Hairdressers  4 


Total  1018 
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REGISTRATION  OF  HAIRDRESSERS 
Monmouthshire  C.C.  Act,  1956 

There  were  no  new  registrations  during  the  year. 
Number  on  register  at  end  of  year:  Ladies  7;  Gents  4. 


DEFECTS  REMEDIED 

Number 

Defects  Remedied 

Chimneys  3 

Roofs  10 

Eaves  guttering  3 

Doors  and  Furnishings  1 

Ceiling  Plaster  2 

Wall  Plaster  8 

Window  Frames  6 

Floors  6 

Rain  Water  Pipes  2 

Pedestal  Pans  3 

Accumulations  Removed  24 

Keeping  of  Animals  15 

Yard  Areas  4 

Main  Walls  repaired  4 

Staircases  repaired  2 

Flushing  cisterns  renewed  1 


IMPROVEMENTS 
Standard  and  Discretionary  Grants 

Bathrooms  4 

Hot  and  Cold  Water  Supplies  4 

Wash-hand  Basins  4 

Internal  Water  Closets  4 

Suitable  Food  Storage  \ 
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PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 


Type  of  Property 


PROPERTY  OTHER  THAN  SEWERS 


< 


APRIL,  1969 


1.  Number  of  properties  in  District  3241  3 

2.  a Total  number  of  properties  (including 

nearby  premises)  inspected  following 

notification  121  2 

b Number  infested  by  Rats  114  2 

Number  infested  by  Mice  7 Nil 

3.  a Total  number  of  properties  inspected  for 

Rats  and/or  Mice  other  than  noticication  5 

b Number  infested  by  Rats  5 

Number  infested  by  Mice  Nil 

4.  Were  any  sewers  infested  by  Rats  during 

the  year  Yes 


SUMMARY  FOR  TREATMENT  FOR  RATS 

IN  SEWERS 

First  Second 
Treatment  Treatment 
lune,  1969  Oct.,  1969 


1.  Number  of  manholes  treated 118  110 

2.  Number  showing  “takes”  41  36 

3.  Poison  used  in  system  Warfarin  Warfarin 


DISINFESTATION 

47  premises  were  treated  with  DDT  products  during  the 
year  : — Ants  17;  Black  beetles  26;  Bugs  1;  Wasps  2;  Furniture 
Beetles  1. 
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FACTORIES  ACT  1961 


PART  1 


PREMISES 

(1) 

Number 

on 

Register 

(2) 

NUMBER  OF 

Inspec- 

tions 

(3) 

Written 

Notices 

(4) 

Occupien 

pros- 

ecuted 

(5) 

(1)  Factories  in  which  secs.  1, 
2,  3,  4 & 6 are  to  be  enforc- 
ed by  Local  Authorities  .... 

1 

6 

Nil 

Nil 

(2)  Factories  not  included  in 
(1)  in  which  Sec.  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

14 

14 

Nil 

Nil 

(3)  Other  premises  in  which 
Sec.  7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  excluding 
outworkers  premises 

2 

2 

Nil 

Nil 

Total  .... 

17 

22 

Nil 

Nil 
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NUMBER  OF  CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS 


WERE  REMEDIED 


Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector 

Referred 
By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Number 
of  cases 
in  which 
pros- 
ecutions 
were  in- 
stituted 

Want  of  Cleanliness 

1 

1 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

Overcrowding 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

Unreasonable  Temp. 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

Inadequate  Vent. 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

Ineffective  drainage  of 

floors 

1 

1 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defect- 

ive 

1 

1 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

(c)  Not  seperate  for  sexes 

Other  offences  against  the 

Act  (not  including  offenc- 

es  relating  to  Outwork)  ... 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

TOTAL  ... 

3 

3 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 
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OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963 


REGISTRATION  AND  GENERAL  INSPECTIONS 

TABLE  ‘A’ 


TOTALS 

Nil 

34 

34 

Offices  ....  ....  .... 

Nil 

8 

8 

Retail  shops 

Nil 

22 

22 

Wholesale  shops,  warehouses 

Nil 

1 

1 

Catering  establishments  open 
to  the  public,  canteens 

Nil 

3 

3 

Fuel  storage  depots 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

0) 

Class  of  premises 

(2) 

Number 
of  premises 
registered 
during 
the  year 

1 

(3) 

Total 

Number  of 
registered 
premises  at 
end  of 
the  year 

(4) 

Number  of 
registered 
premises 
receiving  a 
general 
inspection 
during  the 
year 

NUMBER  OF  VISITS  OF  ALL  KINDS 
BY  INSPECTORS  TO  REGISTERED  PREMISES 


TABLE,  ‘B’ 


39 
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ANALYSIS  OF  PERSONS  EMPLOYED  IN  REGISTERED 

PREMISES  BY  WORKPLACE 

TABLE  ‘C’ 


Class  of  Workplace 
(1) 

No.  of  persons 
employed 
(2) 

Offices 

17 

Retail  Shops 

43 

Wholesale  departments,  warehouses 

3 

Catering  establishments  open  to  the  public  .... 

18 

Canteens 

NIL 

Fuel  storage  depots 

NIL 

Total  .... 

81 

Total  Males  .... 

30 

Total  Females  .... 

51 

Two  notices  were  served  during  the  year  concerning  the 
provis;on  of  thermometers  a first  aid  box  and  cleanliness. 

P >th  were  complied  with. 


CONCLUSION 

In  conclusion,  I wish  to  thank  all  members  and  staff  for  their 
willing  co-operation  and  help  during  the  year. 

Yours  faithfully, 

K.  O.  BATTEN, 

Public  Health  Inspector. 
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BMMIMLS  AND  PROLE  EBBW  VALE 


